
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
101 Peachtree Road 

Basking Ridge, New Jersey 07920 

www.bernardsboe.com 
Dear Parent or Guardian, 

 

As some of you know, the district Report Card Committee has worked hard over the past two 

years to develop and implement a new Grade 1 Standards-Based Report Card (SBRC).  This 

new model was developed after extensive research and we feel that it will offer you a more 

specific view of your child’s progress towards meeting grade-level expectations.   

 

We hope that this additional insight will help you to better support your child at home and 

provide focused praise and feedback in areas where they are finding success.  We also hope 

that it will foster better conversations with your child's teacher.  In the classroom, we know that 

the new model allows teachers to consider student progress on more specific elements of the 

grade-level expectations and adjust instruction accordingly.  Several pilot teachers commented 

that they felt that the new reporting model helped them to more thoroughly know their students’ 

progress as learners. 

 

On this report card you will notice that the majority of the academic work is being graded on a 

new scale from 1-4 that provides you with a specific measure showing progress towards or 

perhaps even beyond a particular standard.  For Behaviors that Support Learning, we have 

maintained the beginning, developing, secure scale since it is the most appropriate way to 

provide feedback to you on your child’s work and social skills. 

 

Attached to this letter you will also find a glossary to help clarify topics on the new SBRC.  The 

staff have worked extraordinarily hard to make our report card standards clear and concise, but 

there is still some terminology that might be unclear and so we wanted to provide additional 

guidance. 

 

The Report Card Committee began its work under the premise that a good report card is 

primarily an exercise in communication.  Based on feedback we received from parents in our 

pilot, we feel we have been successful and we hope you feel the same way as you interact with 

the new report card system here in Bernards Township.  If you would like more information 

about the topic or background of the report card development, I would encourage you to review 

the following:  www.tinyurl.com/sbrcbtsd 

 

We look forward to working in partnership with you as your child learns and develops here in the 

Bernards Township School District. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Jane Costa      Dr. Brian Heineman 

Principal, Oak Street School     Director of Curriculum 

 

 

http://www.bernardsboe.com/
http://www.tinyurl.com/sbrcbtsd


Standards-Based Report Card Glossary of Terms 

 

In order to ensure a common understanding of the terms used in the new standards-based report 

card, the Bernards Township School District is providing a glossary of key terms used in the 

English language arts standards. 

 

 

Reading Terms 

 
Blend- the ability to merge individual sounds together to pronounce a word (ex. s-n-a-p blended 

together reads snap) 

  

Fluency- the ability to read with speed, accuracy, phrasing, and appropriate expression  

  

Informational Texts- nonfiction writing, written with the intention of informing a reader about a 

specific topic (ex.  “How to” books, American Symbols research) 

  

Literary Texts- a piece of written material, such as a short story or poem, that has the purpose of 

telling a story or entertaining 

  

Phonics- reading by associating sounds with letters or groups of letters in an alphabetic writing 

system 

  

Segment the act hearing a whole word and then splitting it up into the sounds that make it 

 

Word Recognition Skills- see the following examples: 

● Decodes one-syllable words 

● Decodes two-syllable words by breaking the words into syllables 

● Reads words with suffixes (-ing, -ed, -er, -s) 

● Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words 

● Knows the spelling-sound for consonant digraphs (sh, ch, th, wh) 

● Know final -e (ex: home)  and common vowel team conventions (ex: ea, oa) 

● Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel sound  

 

 

Writing Terms 

  

Capitalizes Accurately- 

Standard requires:  Dates and names of people   

  

Conventional Spelling- Utilizes appropriate spelling patterns and rules of English 

 

Grade Level Appropriate Words- words that follow taught spelling patterns or rules and high-

frequency words 

 

Informative Writing- a type of nonfiction writing that conveys information about something 

factual 



Standard requires:  Writer names a topic, supplies some facts about the topic, and provides some 

sense of closure 

  

Narrative Writing- a story or account of events or experiences 

Standard requires:  Writer recounts two or more appropriately sequenced events, includes some 

details, uses temporal words, and provides some sense of closure 

  

Opinion Writing- a type of writing that includes an opinion and supporting reasons 

Standard requires:  Writer introduces the topic or name of the book they are writing about, states 

an opinion, and provides some sense of closure 

  

Parts of Speech-   

Standard requires:   

● Common proper and possessive nouns 

● Singular and plural nouns with matching verbs 

● Personal, possessive, and indefinite pronouns (me, my, they, them, anyone) 

● Verbs to convey a sense of past, present, and future 

● Use frequently occurring adjectives 

● Use frequently occurring conjunctions 

● Use determiners (articles, demonstratives) 

● Use frequently occurring prepositions (during, beyond, toward) 

● Produce and expand complete simple and compound sentences in response to prompts   

  

Phonetic- of, or relating to, speech sounds, their production, and transcription in written symbols 

  

Punctuates Accurately- 

Standard requires:  End punctuation in sentences, commas in dates and to separate single words 

in a series 

  

Writing Process- the phases of writing that include:  prewriting, drafting, revising, and editing 

and publishing 

Standard requires:  Focus on a topic, respond to suggestions and questions, add details to 

strengthen writing  
 


